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When do you need  
an Air Quality Permit? 

• MCAPCO Regulation 1.5211 – “Applicability” 
– If facility-wide POTENTIAL emissions of criteria 

pollutants are greater than 5 tpy – most likely will 
need a permit (1.5211(f)). 

– Major Sources (Title V) include those with 
potential emissions greater than 100 tpy criteria 
pollutants, or 10 tpy individual HAP or 25 tpy 
combined HAP. 

– Also note that the major source threshold 
(permitting threshold) for greenhouse gases 
(GHG) is 100,000 short tons per year of CO2e.   

 

 



Greenhouse Gas  
Major Source Thresholds 

Fuel Design Capacity Annual Fuel Use 

Natural Gas 194 million Btu/hr 1650 million cf 

Diesel 140 million Btu/hr 8.7 million gal 

Coal 110 million Btu/hr 39,000 tons 

Approximate major source (permitting) thresholds for GHG sources. 



Exemptions 

•  Equipment or activities that do not need to be 
included on the permit are called “Insignificant 
Activities” and are listed on Appendix B which is 
attached to your permit. 

 

• MCAPCO Regulation 1.5211(g)(1) and (g)(2) 
– (g)(1) – Activities exempted because of category 
– (g)(2) – Activities exempted because of size and 

production rate. 
  

• Title V (major) sources are not eligible. 
 



Combustion Exemptions 

• 1.5211(g)(1)(E) – Combustion and heat 
transfer equipment:   
• (i) space heaters burning distillate oil, kerosene, 

 natural gas, or liquefied petroleum gas  
 operating by direct heat transfer and solely  
 used for comfort heat; 

• (ii)  residential wood stoves, heaters, or fireplaces; 
• (iii) hot water heaters which are used for domestic 

  purposes only and are not used to heat process 
  water; 

 



Combustion Exemptions 
         1.5211(g)(2)(B) – Combustion and heat transfer equipment: 

 

• (ii) fuel combustion equipment, except for internal combustion engines, firing 
exclusively natural gas or liquefied petroleum gas or a mixture of these fuels 
with a heat input rating less than 65 million Btu per hour; 

 

• (iv) fuel combustion equipment with a heat input rating less than 10 million 
Btu per hour that is used solely for space heating except: 

 (I) space heaters burning waste oil, or 
 (II)  internal combustion engines; 
 

• (v) emergency use generators and other internal combustion engines not 
regulated by rules adopted under Title II of the federal Clean Air Act, except 
self-propelled vehicles, that have a rated capacity of not more than: 

 (I)    680  kilowatts (electric) or 1000  horsepower for natural gas-fired engines; 
 (II)   1800 kilowatts (electric) or 2510 horsepower for liquefied petroleum gas-fired engines; or 
 (III)  590 kilowatts (electric) or 900 horsepower for diesel-fired engines or kerosene-fired 

 engines; or 
 (IV)  21 kilowatts (electric) or 31 horsepower for gasoline-fired engines (Self-propelled vehicles 

 with internal combustion engines are exempted under Subpart (g)(1)(K)(i) of this 
 Paragraph.); 

 

• (vi) portable generators and other portable equipment with internal 
combustion engines not regulated by rules adopted under Title II of the 
federal Clean Air Act, (except self-propelled vehicles), that operate at the 
facility no more than a combined 350 hours for any 365-day period, 
provided the generators or engines have a rated capacity of no more than 
750 kilowatts (electric) or 1100 horsepower each and provided records are 
maintained to verify the hours of operation 



Permit Application 

• Website:  http://airquality.charmeck.org 

 Under the Permitting & Regulations section, 
click on “Forms”.   

or 

• Direct address: 

 Application forms can be found at: 
http://charmeck.org/mecklenburg/county/AirQuality
/PermittingRegulations/Pages/Forms.aspx 
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Application Fees 
• Permit application fees are listed in MCAPCO 

Regulation 1.5231 – “Air Quality Fees” 

 

 

 

 

 

 
• Website:  http://airquality.charmeck.org 

 Under the Permitting & Regulations section, click on “More”  

 and then on “Current Permit Processing and Annual Fees" 

 

FACILITY CATEGORY PERMIT APPLICATION FEE 

C $250 

B $250 

SB $500 

Synthetic Minor $750 

PSD $12000 

NSR $12000 

Title V 

NEW or SIGNIFICANT MODIFICATION 

MINOR MODIFICATION 

 

$10000 

$1000 

Model Review $500 

http://airquality.charmeck.org/
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Application Timeline 
• 1.5215 – “Application Processing Schedule” – for minor 

source permits:  The permit shall be issued within 90 days 
of receipt of a “complete” application. 

 
• Most minor permits require 15-day public comment period. 
• MCAQ opens public comment the fourth Monday of every 

month during the Air Quality Commission (AQC) meeting. 
 
• Process for Title V permits is much longer and more 

complicated.  Depends on whether it is a significant 
modification, minor modification, construction permit or 
renewal  (1.5525 – “Application Processing Schedule” – for 
major source permits (Title V)). 



Permit Expiration 

• Minor permits do not have an expiration date.  
They will be revised if the facility requests a 
modification, or if a regulation changes and 
the requirements in the permit need to be 
updated. 

• Title V permits expire and must be renewed 
every 5 years. 

• Annual Administering and Compliance fees 
are required to keep a permit active.   



If You Are Not Sure 

• Call us; 

• Submit Applicability Determination; and/or  

• Submit Air Quality Questionnaire 



    Applicability Determination 

• 1.5220 - “Applicability Determinations” 
- Any person may submit a request in writing asking 
 for a determination as to whether a particular 
 source or facility is subject to any of the permitting 
 requirements under this Article.  
 

- The request shall contain sufficient information for 
 the Director to make the requested determination.   
 

- The Director may request any additional information 
 that is needed to make the determination. 
 



Air Pollution Sources: Please answer the following questions: 
 

1.  Combustion Sources: Does the facility operate combustion sources, such as a generator, boiler, 
or any other   fuel combustion source? yes no 

  If the facility operates a generator(s), provide the following information (attach list if necessary):   

 a. Generator use (i.e. emergency, power share, etc.)?  

b. Make and model?  

c. Fuel type used?  

d. Maximum rated capacity, in kW or hp?  

e. Date of installation?  

     If the facility operates a boiler(s),  provide the following information (attach list if necessary):  

 a. Make and model?   

b. Fuel type used?  

c. Maximum rated capacity, in MMBtu/hr?  

d. Date of installation?  

If the facility has other types of fuel combustion equipment, please provide the following (attach list if necessary): 

 a.  Description of other fuel combustion equipment:  

  

b. Is the equipment used for comfort heating?  yes no 

c. What fuels are used in the combustion unit, and what is 
the heat input? 

 

- primary fuel  

- secondary fuel  

- MMBtu/hr  

            
               

http://airquality.charmeck.org 
Under Permitting & Regulations section, click on “Do I need an Air Quality Permit?“  
   

Air Permit Applicability Questionnaire 
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